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Black-Out Glasses Policy

The Blind Cricket Australia (BCA) Black Out Glasses Policy for BCA National Championships & Australian teams participating in International Series (The below mentioned will also apply to international teams that agree to play against Australia under this policy:

BCA is to provide each State/Territory or International team with sufficient pairs of Black-Out Glasses for players participating in interstate, National Championships or International matches under the following guidelines:
1,
Each pair of Black-Out Glasses will remain the sole property of Blind Cricket Australia.
2.
Each pair will be allocated by the State/Territory or International team to an individual player for their use only for hygiene and health care reasons.
3.
Once a player resigns or retires from the game, that pair of Black-Out Glasses be re allocated or returned to Blind Cricket Australia for proper cleaning and disinfecting prior to being re allocated to another player. 

4.
States/Territory’s or International teams are to keep an up to date register of player’s allocated pairs of Black-Out Glasses including spare pairs. An up to date copy of the register must be provided to BCA no later than 1 November each year and the 1 April the following year. The register must contain information such as: The player’s name, State/Territory/Country and date of allocation.
BCA’s Core Document 3. “RULES OF BLIND CRICKET FOR NATIONAL BLIND CRICKET CHAMPIONSHIPS” state the following (please note section d):
“Rules

1. The Team

a.
A match is played between two teams of 11 players comprising a minimum of four B1 players, minimum of two B2 players, and a maximum of 5 B3 players. 

B1:
No light perception in either eye up to or including light 

perception but inability to recognise the shape of a hand at any distance or in any direction. 

B2
From ability to recognise the shape of a hand up to and 

including visual acuity of 2/60 and/or visual field of 5 

degrees or less. 

B3
From visual acuity above 2/60 up to and including visual 

acuity of 6/60 and/or a visual field of more than 5 degrees up to and including 20 degrees. 

b.
The composition of the team throughout the match will be as per the ratio of the three categories mentioned above. 

c.
While nominating the team of 11 players before the toss, 12th man in each of the three categories is also to be announced. 

d. All B1 Players that take the field at any time during a game are required to wear BCA approved non-transparent, black-out glasses or eye shades/equipment.”
Rules of Use of the Black-Out Glasses

1.
All B1 Players that take the field (cross the boundary line) at any time during a match must wear BCA approved Black-Out Glasses

2. All Black-Out Glasses must be presented to the Tournament/Match Referee and Umpires for inspection and approval prior to the commencement of any match. 
3.
Umpires are to re inspect Black-Out Glasses as players enter the field to ensure the Black-Out Glasses are being worn correctly.
4.
Black-Out Glasses may not be removed or adjusted during the period a player is on the field of play unless: 
a)
If a player wishes to adjust or remove the Black-Out Glasses for any reason whilst on the field of play, permission must be sought from the closest umpire and when permission has been granted, the player must face away from the pitch area whilst the Black-Out Glasses are adjusted or removed to wipe sweat away etc. The closest umpire must again inspect that the Black-Out Glasses are being worn correctly.
NB: A player may adjust or remove the Black-Out Glasses between overs or at drinks breaks to wipe sweat away or relieve heat soak etc. The Black-Out Glasses must be back in place prior to the commencement of the following over.

b)
If a player adjusts or removes the Black-Out Glasses whilst on the field of player without prior permission from the closest umpire, an official warning is to be given to the offending player and Captain. If the same player offends for a second time in the same match, a penalty of 5 runs is to be awarded to the opposing team. If the same player offends for a third time in the same match, a further penalty of 10 runs is to be awarded to the opposing team and the offending player is no longer permitted to participate in the remainder of the match.
5.

If the Black-Out Glasses are broken or damaged at any time, they are to be presented to the Tournament/Match Referee or umpire for inspection and replacement if required. 

a)
Black-Out Glasses that are deemed to be broken or damaged from miss use of miss care (not match related), the player question will be required to meet the replacement cost. 

The above mentioned rules refer to both the batting and fielding teams.
Blind Cricket Australia Media Release – March, 2009
The controlling authority for the sport of blind cricket in Australia, Blind Cricket Australia, has introduced a new rule which will require all B1 category (totally blind) players to wear special black-out glasses during national/interstate competitions.

“All B1 (totally blind) Players that take the field at any time during a game are required to wear Blind Cricket Australia approved non-transparent, black-out glasses or eye shades/equipment.”

The new rule takes effect immediately for all tournaments or matches sanctioned by Blind Cricket Australia.

The move is in response to recent controversy surrounding the eligibility of a category B1 (totally blind) player from England during the Return Blind Cricket Ashes series held in Sydney last December.

Blind Cricket Australia is currently preparing a detailed proposal on the issue for consideration by the World Blind Cricket Council.

Blind Cricket Australia believes the new rule will give competitors and spectators confidence in the integrity of the sport.

It is hoped that the sport’s world governing body will make the wearing of black-out glasses compulsory for category B1 (totally blind) players in international matches.
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